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854 Reviews of Books 

mentioned, which opens the first chapter. Some of them are almost 
epigrammatic, many of them are suggestive and illuminating. 

As an example of the book-maker's art, the volume reflects war 
conditions in the unsubstantial character of the binding. There are no 
bibliographies and the index is inadequate. The maps do not compare 
favorably with the best of recent publications on nineteenth-century 
Europe. 

Charles R. Lingley. 

Histoire de I' Entente Cordiale Franco-Anglaise : les Relations de la 
France et de I'Angleterre depuis le XVI e Steele jusqu'd Nos 
Jours. Par J.-L. de Lanessan, Ancien Ministre, Ancien Gou- 
verneur General de 1'Indo-Chine. [Bibliotheque d'Histoire Con- 
temporaine.] (Paris: Felix Alcan. 1916. Pp. xii, 310.) 

The author of this book, a former minister of the marine and gov- 
ernor-general of Indo-China, has attempted to trace the history of the 
relations of France and England since the sixteenth century, that is, 
since the time when they both emerged as independent and organized 
states, down to the Entente Cordiale whence has come their presence 
side by side upon the field of battle. Believing that since the reign of 
Elizabeth England has in her foreign policy always applied three prin- 
ciples: namely, to seek no conquest on the Continent of Europe, to pro- 
tect the independence of the Netherlands against the ambitions of the 
great military and maritime powers, and to oppose the establishment of 
an hegemony over Europe by any power whatever, Mr. Lanessan makes 
a preliminary examination or survey of England's foreign policy during 
the three centuries. This survey he considers a necessary preface to the 
history of the Entente Cordiale, which is his special theme. One hun- 
dred and ninety-nine pages are devoted to a description of Anglo- 
French relations from 1558 to 1890; 120 pages to the period from 1890 
to 1915. In the former he appears to have followed a few secondary 
works such as the histories of Lavisse, Bourgeois, Debidour, Seeley, 
and Green. The narrative is respectable and to the uninitiated may be 
useful but it reveals nothing new and gives evidence of no original re- 
search. The most useful and interesting part of the book is the final 
chapter, a long chapter of over a hundred pages. 

The alliance signed in 1891 between France and Russia was destined 
not only to end the isolation in which France had lived since 1870, but 
to mark the entrance of Europe upon a new phase of her evolution. 
Fear of Germany, which caused Russia to seek an ally, was in time to 
be shared by England. The germ of the Entente lay in the increasing 
perception of the meaning of German leadership in Europe. During the 
latter years of Bismarck's career England had rather inclined toward 
the Triple Alliance, doubtless because Bismarck's policy threatened none 
of her interests, while France and Russia for various reasons aroused 
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anxiety. But when the naval and imperial aspirations of William II. 
were made clear, England began to reconsider her situation. But from 
this awakening of distrust or suspicion of Germany to a rapprochement 
of France and England was a long and painful journey. Friction had 
long existed between the two countries and when the policy of Hanotaux 
conducted France to the verge of war by conducting her to Fashoda, 
matters reached a climax. How to extract an entente cordiale from that 
lamentable crisis, with its danger and its humiliation, was a problem 
similar in difficulty to that of extracting sunshine from the cucumber. 

The process, however, had already been begun. In 1895 the Lord 
Mayor of London had been invited to visit the international exposition 
at Bordeaux and shortly afterward there was founded in London an 
" association for the development of more cordial relations between the 
United Kingdom and France ". It was " to use its influence to develop 
a better knowledge and higher appreciation of the French nation in 
England, as also of the English nation in France, by the organization 
of public meetings, lectures and the circulation of literature ", etc., and 
to " ensure a more accurate knowledge of the respective feelings and 
opinions of the two nations in all questions affecting their common inter- 
ests ". Thus began the process of mutual education which is at the basis 
of the present union of the two nations, so long suspicious or estranged. 

This book is written by a Frenchman who was a partizan of this 
movement from the start. On November 13, 1896, Mr. Lanessan advo- 
cated in the XIX e Siecle the possibility of an understanding between 
France, Russia, and England. He regarded the Entente of France and 
England as the corollary of the Franco-Russian alliance. In 1897 he 
was one of those who founded in France an association similar to that 
just founded in England. Mr. Lanessan became president of the or- 
ganization effected at that time and which began to operate through the 
chambers of commerce. An independent movement with the same end 
in view had already been started by Mr. (now Sir) Thomas Barclay. 
The problems and difficulties encountered in the development of the 
understanding of the two countries from that time down to the outbreak 
of the war are here set forth, by one who participated in the history. 
Mr. Lanessan's book is far from being adequate to the subject but it 
furnishes enough personal information and criticism and comment to 
make its reading desirable for the historian of contemporary Europe. 

Charles Downer Hazen. 

Parliamentary Reminiscences and Reflections, 1868 to 1885. By 

the Rt. Hon. Lord George Hamilton, G.C.S.I., LL.D., D.C.L. 

(New York: E. P. Dutton and Company. 1917. Pp. xii, 344.) 

Lord George Hamilton was of the House of Commons from 1868 

to 1906. As son of the Duke of Abercorn, at one time lord-lieutenant 

of Ireland, he was of the governing class, a fact which accounts for 



